408.   A CONUNDRUM*
Some fiery champions of ahimsa, who seem bent upon improv-
ing the finances of the Postal Department, inundate me with
letters full of abuse, and are practising himsa in the name of
ahimsa. They would if they could prolong the calf controversy2
indefinitely. Some of them kindly suggest that my intellect has
suffered decay with the attainment of sixtieth year. Some others
have expressed the regret that the doctors did not diagnose my
case as hopeless when I was sent to the Sassoon Hospital3 and cut
short my sinful career by giving me a poison injection in which
case the poor calf in the Ashram might have been spared the
poison injection and the race of monkeys saved from the menace of
destruction. These are only a few characteristic samples from the
sheaf-fuls of 'love-letters' that I am receiving daily. The more I
receive these letters the more confirmed I feel in the correctness
of my decision to ventilate this thorny question in the columns
of Navajivan. It never seems to have struck these good people
that by this unseemly exhibition of spleen they merely prove their
unfitness to be votaries or exponents of ahimsa and strike it at the
very root. I turn however from these fulminations to one from
among a batch of letters of a different order that I have received
and I take the following from it:
Your exposition of the ethics of the "calf-incident" has cleared up
a lot of my doubts and shed valuable light on the implications of ahimsa.
But unfortunately it raises a fresh difficulty. Suppose, for instance, that a
man begins to oppress a whole people and there is no other way of
putting a stop to his oppression; then proceeding on the analogy of the
calf, would it not be an act of ahimsa to rid society of his presence by
putting him to death? Would you not regard such an act as an un-
avoidable necessity and therefore as one of ahimsa? In your discussion
about the killing of the calf you have made the mental attitude the
principle criterion of ahimsa. Would not according to this principle the
destruction of proved tyrants be counted' as ahimsa, since the motive
inspiring the act is of the highest? You say that there is no himsa in
1 The Gujarati original of this appeared in Navajivan, 14-10-1928* This is
a translation by Pyarelal.
2 Vide "The Fiery Ordeal", 30-9-1928.
3 Where he was operated upon for appendicitis in January 1924; vide Vol.
I? pp. 189-90.